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Queft. “2. Intend to Chriften ‘my Child next Sunday, 
and am 4 Member of the Ch; of England, 
yet I defign no Godfathers for it : Whether 
‘sis Lawful for me vo Omis pt ? What's the Reafon of their 
Infticution ? dnd why are’they continu'd’in this Chriftian 
Age? and what ground have the Diffenters for their Obj-- 
fons againft em, that they’ are unneceljary and can't petjorm 
helt Charge ? eer Goines oat 
Anjw. We ‘tmuft for siethods fake ‘iqyerc the order 
of the Queftions, ‘and efquire firlt, “Into the’ Antiquity 
ind Reafon Qf the Inftitution of Godfathers or Sureties, 
then the reafon of their Continuation: After which na- 
wrelly falls'in the prefent Cafe, and the’confideration 
of the two Obje@ions brought againft the cuftom of 
or Church. 1, For their usiguity, many think they 
were Qfed even in the times of the Prophers, as feems 
yery probable from that paffage in 1/2. Ch. 8.2. where 
a the Birth of Maberfhalalhafhbbaz, its faid, -hé took 
unto him Faithjul Witmeffes, and they were two, &riah 
| and Zechariah, and this as iedhou'd feem aecording to 
cutom, for we find not he had Gods command ‘for’t. 
gut not to infift on this, 6 Fe:us and Tremelius on 
the place {peak of it as granted ( with a conjtas ) that 
hence the Cuftom was deriv’d, we are fure that’twas 
in ufe amone the Jews. The Ruler of the houfe of Fudz- 
| ment was to t2e Care of the Children of Protelytes, aad 
was call’d their Father, and there was one to hold the 
Child at Circumerfion, call’d the Sr.xfor, or Surety, as 
Buxtorf, and their own Writers acqiiiat us, and as 
their Cuftom isto this day, which Spurt/or, Sxjceptor or 
Surety, is alfo toanfwer for the Child. They wereal- 
fo very early in che Chriflian Church, Fuftin Martyr men- 
tions em about the midd!e of the 2d. Century, by the 
Title of weosesec7es, Purtuidia:. about sie end of the fe- 
_cond Century, or very beginning of the third, by the 
Name of Sponfores. Dionyfius Aveo. ci ‘purious, yet 
allowedly Ancient,alfo me ions and ftiles’em’Apadd'y ss- 
| $c. Auffin calls em Frdei-ju/fires; their end in uling ’e 
was, as fome think, for Sureties both fer Parent an 
Child, leaft the firft thou’d Apofiatize or dye, and 
the fecond not be tuifciently inftructed in the Chri- 
fian Religiod. But the chief defiga and intention of 
em, we may learn from what the Ancients tell us was 
their Office both at and afser Bapeifm. At Baptifmto 
make a Formal Centraéi or Covennnt in the Minors name, 
| between God and him, which being Chriftians, they 
thought they had right to do, being themfelves Faith- 
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ful, atleaft, as far as outward profeffion, and by their 

Fish entitling the Child to the Benefits of a conditio- 
mal Covenant. Thus in that yery ancient piece, ftiled 

Ripon, ad Orthodoxos, rd Leton, Th atser, @e. * Infants are 
‘thought worthy roobtain che- Benefits of Bapsifm by 
“the Faith of their Suretier, or Stfceptors. So Rabaccus 

Minus, who liv'd inthe 8th. Century, tellsus, ‘ That 
| ‘the Salwatfoa of Infants iscompleated in the Church 
_ “by the Hearts and msuths of thofe that bring them, thé 
"they are tnemfelves uncapable by reafon of their ren- 
‘der Ape, of renouncing the Devil, and believing in 
‘Ged, They offer ‘em to God, and no doubt he accepts 
| ‘en: Exaétly after the fame Copy writes our Church, 
| aadin meft ofche fame words, who in her Casechize, 
In anfwer to that Queftion, Why are Infants baptized, 
| when by realon of their tender Age they are mot able to per- 
| firm the feme, viz. Faith and Repentance, before menti- 
on'd: Its added, Becscufe they promife them both by their 
Sursties; which Promife when they come to Age, 
_themfelves are bound to’ perform, and this Covenant the 
Sureties folemaly make fer ’em before they are baptizd, 
& may be feen in the Fotm thereof. After Bapzifm 
their main Dury was to be Witmeffer, and Adminifhers to 
the party Buprig'd, joynsly with their Parents to inftruct 
| theaa ia the Nusune @f their Vow and Dusty to God ; and 
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this indeed follows from the Nature of the Contrad it 
felf, which being made by them fer fuch as were under 
Age, they ought certaialy to sbqueine ‘em with what 
they have done for ‘em, when they were able to un: 
derftand It, and are to be /itneffes to them as. well as 
the Church of their Baptifm. Thus St. Auftin, ‘ Who- 
_toever, whether thev be Men or Women, have taken 
> their Spiritual Children from the Font, ( for they uled 
_ to recetve em chence as well as co bring ’em thither ) 
“let 'em know they are'to remain Syreties for em. And 
agen more plainly, ‘ Thofe which thou haft taken from 

Baptifm,Teach and cog ete And Wallafridus Strabo, who 
as Dr. Cave tells'us, flourifh’d in the Year 800 and odd. 
6:4 . : 

) The Godfathers aad Godmothers ought to aequainc 
‘ thofe whom they have taken from Baptifm, when, they 

come te ge, what promifes they have made for "em, 
* and that they are to endeavour not to live unworthy 
of the Salvation provided for ’em, but perform them- 
felves what they promis’d by others. And’thus the.Ch. 
Of England in the Exhortation to the Swreties at the end 
Of the Office ; where indeed both’ parcs of cheir Dusy is 
comprehend ed'in a few words ; the firft by way ofre- 
capitulation, Foralmuch as this Child bath promis’d by you 
his Sureties to renounee the Devil and all his works, to be- 
lieve in God, and to ferve him; the fecond, whereot we 
ace néw difcourfing, in the following words, as the 
confequence of the foregoing, Te wujt remember that ‘tis 
your parts and “Duties to fer that this Infant be tauzht, fo 
foon as be foali. be able to learn, what a folcmn Vow, Pro 
mife and Profejfion he hath made by you. There they dif 
charge the Ofhce of Witneffes, as well as injtru- 
ors, as in what follows, more particularly of Monj- 
tors, <Advifers, and Injtrudters, being To call upom 
themto hear Sermons, and to fee that they be taught what 
they ought to know and believe to their Souls health, and that 
with Authority too, as St. -du/tin before, not only de- 
cete, butcajtigate, : 

This for the Inftitsaion, Ends aud Offices of Godfathers aud God. 
mothers. The firlt of which, that of being Suretys for the Parents 
now partly ceafes, mamely, as to their .4poftatifing trom the 
Faith;but as to what may be as dangerous in re\pe‘t of the Children, 
{till retains, to wit,their Apoftatizing trom 4 good Life, if ever they 
liv*d one ; tor either of which Reafonsthey may be carele(s tn theic 
Education, or at leaft may dye, and leave ‘em Infants, and in both 
cales, the Expediency of thele Séreties is as great as ever, for 
necefary inthemleives they are not thought, the Sacrament being 
cfentially perfei without ‘em. The other Realons ali ftill ré- 
main, Infants can*t Contract for themfelves, it muft be done 
by ethers. Thus it was in the Jews Sacrament, the Paremis coutd 
not be both there, nor Conveniently here, nor is it Jo fit to lay all the 
trxft On them, tor the Reafons jult mention‘d, tho none thinks their 
Obligation is made void by anothers being joyntly bound with them. 

Now it Godfathers were ever lawful, or convenient, thay muff 
be {0 mow : When there's as much’ danger of the Parents neglecting 
his Cvild as ever, and as much, if not more dinger, from a bad life, 
as trom a fai Belief; tor which Reafon our Ch. ftill continues 
‘em, which Cultom, were it but fimply indifferent, thehas power 
to do, tor ii Laws can‘t be made about indifferent Masters, they 
can be made about none at af] ; and fuch, before they are determin‘d 
are the Accidents and Circumftances of any Religiows Duty. But 
this allo carries a high convenience with it, as we have already fhown, 

yet isnot madeby aur Ch. effential to the Sacrament it felt, thoan 
effential term Of Communion, and yolefs if extraordinary cafes, not 
to be omitted by thole who prolefs to be Members shereef, 10 
whom at leatt all her Injuméfions are Obligatory, or elle why do they 
live init? All that are lawfull, as we think this is, and know of 
none that isnot. Accordiagly to the Queition, we think that Ch.of 
England man deesvery i; who neglects to make ule of Sureties, 
fince commanded, and lawfully commande® both bY the Authority of 
Ch. aud State, as he himfelf muft alfo believe, if he‘s really and core 
dialy what he profeffes. But the Sumday is now paft, andits toe 
late -for him to ask the Qaeition, however he ought to repenthis 
Fault pow, and mend it hereafter, if he has any osherdich seca- 
on. 
As to tho’é two common Objections againft this ancient and Jau- 
dable Cuftom, mention‘d ia the’ Queftion,-they come now to be con- 
{der'd, That thele Suresies aré wnwecefary, and thatthey promilé 
what isimpoihible to p-rform. To thefirft, an antwér miay be eas 
fily gather‘d trom what has binalready faid, thas they arenot ab- 
fclutely necegarpas to the Bg2nreal com Aceien of the yer 
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is gw fo but: ur Saviours very words, 
i ee foe ofthe Father, the Son, and the 


H.Ghoff. You feethe very Naming the Chiid there 
can’t be effential, or in that fenee neceffary to Baptifm, 
emileh.lels thole Prayers which afl Chriftians add at che 
fame time, beth which all Parties add coche Inftisution, 
as tothe Circumstances thereof. Thus thefe Suwreties are 
uaneceflary, and therefore on extraordinary cales, dan- 
ger of Death, oc. where private Bapti{m is allow d, they 
are not requir'd, but as the Rubrick diredts, The Child 
xo be naia’d by any perfon thas’s prefent: And in the Ru- 
brick after the Baptiim, when the Child is publickly 
broughe* to Church, itsfaid, Ifthe Minilerfinds that all 
things were done as they ought to be, then foal be not Chri- 
fren the Child ager, but receive him 2s one of the Flock of true 
Chriftian People. Wenceits plain the Sacsament is alrea- 
éy effentially perfe&t, and yet for the accidental perfe- 
étion thereof Godfathers are afterward requirc when the 
Child is brought to Church, as may be feeu in the Of- 
fcz appointed for that purpofe: And thus we think the 
Querift 
neciffary, they are to the accidemtal perfection of the Sa- 
crament, neceflary pro bic 7 nunc, now they are lawiully 
requir’d by lawful authority without any ju!t smpediment. 
For the 24. Objeétion, ‘That the Sureties are bound 
“ there to promife more than they aie abie co. perform, 
fome fay, even ferthemfelves : buc all chat thus object 
for the Children. Some we have heard Jay, .che Sureties 
promife more than they can do for theinielves, to, re- 
nounce the Devil and all bis wor! s, to belizve in God, and 
keep bis Commandmems. But if they are sot 4ble se do 
it, ‘are they not able to refofve to do it, or rather, ate 
‘they not able both to relolve it, and do-ut.by. the 
Grace of God, who, as.our Ch, telis us in one of her 
Collects, mutt both put into our Mind goed defires, and alo 
give us Grace to perform the fame: But how can they pro- 
mife tor the Children, thatthey fhall do this? Let’s firft 
ask ‘em how the Children fhall promife it,unlefs feme do 
it for ‘em? To whom therefore, as. St. <Aujtin fays, 
* The Ch. lends the Feet of others that they may come, 
‘the Heart of others, that they may believe, and the 
* Tongue Of others, that chey may promife or Covenants. 
But further, they are no more oblig’d hereby, than a 
Guardian is, that his Minor thal] perform Contraéts, 
made for him during his Minority when he eomes 
of Age, that ts, he is to make him acquainted with thole 
Contraéts,and prefs him to perform’em,which ifhe does 
not, ‘tis his own faut, not the Guardians,who mutt leave 
him to the Law, either to makehim do it,or punith hin 
for the Breach of ‘em, fince his Mixority when they were 
made, won't excufe his performance, efpecially if for 
his Bexefiz. The Cafe is fo exactly the fame here, that 
the paralje] hardly need be drawn out. The Sureties 
are, when the Child comes of Age, to acquaint kim what 
they have undertaken for him, and that he is new to 
take itupon himfelf, as he does in his Catechifin and 
Conhrmation ; they are to prefs him earneftly to his du- 
ty, and ufe all means they ean to makehim pra@tifeic ; 
and if they dave done this, they have difcharg’d their 
@biigation.and no more than this is meant by what they 
promife in his Name. Allwhich, tho’ it feem tous very 
elear from the Explanation thereof already made, yet we 
defire net any to believe us gratis,or without proving all 
we fay from our Churches own unboubted Declarations : 
She has certainly the Liberty to explain her own mean- 
ng, and fhe tells us the Duty of thefe Sur€ties in chat Ex- 
hortation at the end of the Office already mention’d; and 
what “tis isalio already explain’d, ‘ To fee the Infant be 
“taught, to foen as he comes of Age, what a folemn vow, 
* promife and Profeffion he hath made By them: To 
«all apes them to hear Sermons ; ‘to provide that he 
“nay learn the Creed, &c. and all other things which a 
* Chriftian ough to know and believe to hisSouls health. 
— What are thofe ali other things, but (asis afterwards 
mention d) che further Infiruftion in the Ch. Catechi{m, 
which contains all things neceflary to Salvation, nay, 
has more than thofe of the Ancient Churches had: But 
the next thing in the Exbortation prefles hardeft: They 
areto take care, © That the Child be virtuoufly brought 
‘up to lead a Chriftian Life ; how can they do this 2 
Why as is before explaln’d, Being brought up to lead a 
Cbriftian Life, is no more than being Educated in that 
manner, partly by teaching em the things foremention’d, 


is alfo oblig’d to doin the preicat Cale ; fore 


and by reiniading ‘em ‘of their Vow, partly by reprey. 
ing ‘em if they co amils, nay reproving their Pg: 
rents, if by ill Example, or any other way» theyvare 
wanting in their Dysy to “em, tho’ it. the fr Bicre re 
far gemov'd in. their Infaneysthe Cafe is fomewhar ai. 
ter'd. -Allwhich you fee are'no {uch impoffible tilings 
to difcharge, but men excufe their own negligence and 
Lazine(s, and fometimes Perjury too by that pretence: 
For that tew Godfashers any” more than “Parente truly 
perform. their; Office, is too fad « Truth to be either de. 
ny'd or defended, but that’s ftill their own faylts. Foy 
thefe Fows, thefe Promifes, the Child is certainly bound 
when he. comes.of Age to, sake xpom. himfelt, and: free 
his Smrety, which if he does.agr, andthe Other has dif. 
charg’d his Duty, his Blood. will be upon bis own bess, 
and the Suretieschaye nothing co an{wer, for... Thus have 
we endeavour d fairly tadiiculs.this, great. Queftion, de. 
claring plainly what.we take to be. the Sence.of Anzigyi, 
ty, and the Ch. of England, as well ss Our own Fudge 
ments inthis matter, without any reflecfions on tholewhe 


are of another (we shink miflaken),@pinion, ~ 
Queft.2. Whether the. Nem Ohferyater 4s.not bin too fe. 
vere upon the luther of whe Prefent Spare of England? | 

Anfw. He can be no,wife, Man. shat, will give Jude. 
ment decifive, betwixt two parties that . have: neither 
given him a Commiffion fo co do, ner want his Ay. 
vitration. (Tis a very ridiculous fort of Folly, where 
by an over offcious ferving our. Ericod, we make him 
a Debtor to us whether he will or no, and force {uch 
a Complement upon him as neceffarily implies,thac he’ 
was not able co right bim(elf> The utmoit that sg. 
defly Wit] permit us to {peak of ft, is this, That the New 
Objervator has given his Reafons fon, what he fays, ‘and 
"tis expected, that the Author of thar Book, or its Friends, 
fhew the weaknels of his Reafons, on,omn the Charge, 
withouc railing noile, or begging Quefiions. - What one, 
of chat Authors Eriends has ,alledg’a, for the worth of 
the Book, viz. the luck of many Editions, is a very 
weak Argument, fince Mother Shitions Propbecies,Reynard tie 
Fox, and fuch like,bid much fairer for number of Imprel- 
fions than that Book. 

Queftions fent us lately, which fhall be all aniwe’d 

next Fryduy, with jeveral others, viz. 

Queft. 1. Of what Antiquity is Dancing upon the Rope, and wha 
may ve fuppostd to give the fir ft rife 10 that Sport ? 

Queft. 2. What is the Reafon why a Chequer is placed a elt 
bex je doers 7 

Queft. 3. Whether Dr, Chamberlain's Pre fens Stare of England 
be she meft pernicious vile Book that ever appear'd in the World i 

Query 4. VF bat 1s your Opinion of shat Famous pafage in 
Jofephus in the 4th. Ch. of the 18th. Book of bis Ambiguities 
shat relates toFelus Chrift ? 
» Qu. 5. Reading lately a Book entituled, The frauds of 
Romith Monks, wherein I find feveral ridiculous Follies: 
Pray give us your Thoughts upon that Book » 

Qu. 6 VV hich was the ultimate Thule of the Ancierts? 

We hope the Gentleman that fent the Letter concerning Fo/- 
pbaus will find full Satisfaction in the Aniwer we fhall give to #’ 
next Fryday. 
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An ADVERTISEMENT to ak our Querifts. 
VW" having been importun*d by feveral of our Querifts 


for more fpeedy Aniwers to their Queftious than out 
; two Weekly Papers can afford em, and {everal hat live 
in the Countrey complaining they can never fee the Au.wers givsa 


to their Queftions in our twelve Numbers that are pubjitht alto-’ 


gether, upon thefe Confiderations we think fit to give Notic, 
that for the future we fhall publifh our fingie Mercuaies four 
times a Week, and finifh each Volume jn thar Merhod, that 10 
our Querifts may {ce all their Queftions more {peediiy Antwer'ds 
and at a cbeaper Rate than formerly; fo that now our Mereu ies 
will be publifhe 

Tuefdays and 

Saturdays — 


And alfe on 
Mlondayes and 
Frydayes. 

We fhall continue. publithiag our Sxpplemenrs as formorly, and at 
the end of every five Volumes” print an 44PPENDIX of a hin 
dred and twenty fheets, which faid Supplements and Apper<i% 
fhall contain Aniwers to all thofe Queftions and Oecurrences which 
we have not room to infért in ovr four Weekly Mercuries. Cone 
tinue fending in your Queftions as formicely to Siiths Cofice-houie 
in Stocks-market, or tothe Retterlam Colfee-houle in Finch lanes 
~ —— we oN os Queltions cnough ( with what we nas 
alreddyby us ) to fill wp the said Appendix, we fhal] give public 
Notice thereof. * Pritt e.vif 


3 as fermerly. 
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